
FutureHeights works to inspire and facilitate 
collaboration and empowerment to ensure a vibrant 

and sustainable future for our community.

From the President
I don’t know about you, but I love reading the annual reports of 
organizations I am interested in. They represent the promise of 
a vision becoming the reality we see through concrete action—
not to mention that a good update strengthens my connection 
to the work I am happy somebody else is doing.   
  
It is with great pleasure that I look back at 2018 and the tremen-
dous amount of growth that FutureHeights has been able to 
undertake because it means that our communities are getting 
the love they deserve.

Our Civic Engagement Committee remains as committed as ever 
to addressing the topics that most concern and interest our resi-
dents through informative, free public forums and administering 
our Neighborhood Leadership Workshop Series and mini-grants 
program. If you’re like me, one of the things you most love 
about living here is the strength of relationships with neighbors 
that live near you, or even across the city. This cohesive spirit 
is a necessary, amazing gift, so having such dedicated people 
working at the grassroots level to foster it inspires me.

Our dedication to public discourse remains strong as the Heights 
Observer celebrated its 10th anniversary with a banner year that 
supported our neighborhood voices and local businesses, with 
work from the past 10 years sharing space with the issues dear 
to many residents’ hearts today.

In September of this past year, we solidified a formal partnership 
with the city of Cleveland Heights as the city’s official commu-
nity development corporation, which includes a city investment 
to help us implement our new housing programs and real estate 
development projects in 2019.

FutureHeights’ robust Planning & Development Committee has 
supported workshops to support our small business community 
and facilitated relationships with ethical developers, city staff, 
and others in order to support the growth and stabilization of 
our market. The committee has built on past momentum in the 

Cedar Lee Business District to move the Cedar Lee Mini-Park 
project forward, as well as to support engagement for the 
development project at Lee and Meadowbrook—both of which 
will be high priorities as we move into 2019. 

This strong committee, with help from Greater Cleveland Con-
gregations, was able to garner a $70,000 grant from US Bank in 
order to initiate a focused planning study for the Noble Road 
corridor—a much needed study that will support the important 
Noble neighborhood of �leveland �eights.

Through the sixth annual Heights Music Hop, we were able to 
bring out more than 8,500 people to enjoy free music, excel-
lent food, and to remember how great being in the �eights is. 
I heard from numerous merchants who said it is always one of 
the best nights they have each year financially, which tells me 
we are meeting our goals of economic development, regional 
marketing, and plain old fun.

What I must note, because it blows my mind, is that all of this 
work has been accomplished with a fulltime staff of only two! 
Our hard working board of directors and committee mem-
bers—not to mention partnerships with many other organiza-
tions—make a huge difference, but our staff has been carrying 
a heavy load and done an exceptional job. I am pleased that we 
will be adding another fulltime staff member in 2019 to take 
on the work of real estate development and build upon the 
already stunning capacity of this organization.

I am honored to be stepping down as president after such 
tremendous work done on your belalf by such gifted, commit-
ted and talented people—and I am already excited to read the 
annual report for 2019.  I hope you are, too!
Sincerely,      
 
         
 Julia Kious Zabell      
 President
 FutureHeights Board of Directors

Steve Presser, honoree of FutureHeights 2018 benefit, with Board President Julia Kous Zabell.

Coventry P.E.A.C.E Campus organizations participate in the 2018 Heights Music Hop.



News and Notes
In 2018, FutureHeights formalized its relationship with the city 
of Cleveland Heights as its community development corporation 
(CDC), a goal the organization had been working on for more 
than two years, in order to better accomplish its mission of en-
suring a vibrant and sustainable future for our community. Over 
the past year, through the efforts of its many volunteers, dedi-
cated board of directors and committee members, and small 
staff, FutureHeights has engaged in neighborhood planning, 
place-making, civic engagement and neighborhood strengthen-
ing activities, and has sought to increase its capacity to make an 
even greater impact in the community.

Engaging and promoting our community
FutureHeights engages the community through a series of 
public forums that address current issues. In 2018, we convened 
three public forums on the topics of attracting new residents, 
neighborhood organizing, and creative place-making, with more 
than 200 people participating.

FutureHeights published the first issue of the Heights Observer 
on April 10, 2008. To commemorate this 10-year anniversary, 
each month, members of the project’s advisory committee have 
been writing a column, “Opening the Observer,” that takes a 
look back at the stories that appeared in the 10 issues that have 
been published for each month. We launched the Observer with 
a vision that it would become a forum for Heights residents to 
share information about issues that were important to them 
and tell their own stories about our community. We are pleased 
that many community members contribute news stories and 
opinion pieces, and that the paid advertising of our local busi-
nesses enable this hyper-local community news project to be 
self-sustaining. 

The Heights Observer has published more than 8,649 stories 
since the beginning of the project. In 2018, we published 
another 12 issues of the print edition and 50 issues of the 
weekly e-news. One hundred twelve new volunteers signed up 
in the member center to write, edit and distribute the paper, 
which brings the total number of people engaged through the 
Observer to 1,447. In 2018, the print edition averaged 25 pages 
and 84 advertisers each month. The e-news, which is published 
each Tuesday, reaches more than 5,000 people and averages a 
29.7% open rate and a 25.6% click rate. 

FutureHeights programs, such as the Heights Observer’s Holiday 
Gift Guide, and Best of the Heights, and low-cost advertising op-
portunities in the Observer, support the locally owned, indepen-
dent businesses that make up the majority of businesses in the 
Heights. These businesses add to the quality of life and unique 
character of our residential community. Through “shop local” 
programs, such as these, we encourage residents to patronize 
these businesses and help keep our community vibrant. 

Strengthening our neighborhoods
FutureHeights works to strengthen Heights neighborhoods 
through its Community Capacity-Building Program, which helps 
residents leverage neighborhood assets and provides tools to 
solve neighborhood challenges. 

In spring 2018, We held our fourth annual Neighborhood Lead-
ership Workshop Series to train participants in effective commu-
nity-building and place-making practices. Nine new Community 
Builders learned about effective community-building and place-
making practices. Dates have been set for the 2019 workshop 
series, and applications are due Jan.4, 2019.
         
         
         
         

   
Since its inception in fall 2015, the FutureHeights Neighbor-
hood Mini-Grants Program has awarded 27 grants totaling 
$17,386 in six grant cycles. Cleveland Heights neighborhood 
groups may apply for a grant of up to $1,000 to fund a project 
that will improve the physical and social environment of their 
neighborhoods. In 2018, we awarded $5,002 in grants to nine 
projects that support neighborhood beautification, a pop-up 
program in a vacant storefront, community gardens, a garden 
tour and a neighborhood talent show. We hold two grant 
application rounds each year, one in the fall and one in the 
spring. The next application deadline is March 15, 2019.

FutureHeights continues to work with community-based 
groups—acting as fiscal sponsor for Noble Neighbors and 
Spirit Corner—enabling them to seek funding and present 
programs that enhance our community. 

        
Supporting our commercial districts 
Building on the findings of the 2016 Cedar Lee planning study 
that it commissioned, FutureHeights began a place-making 
project to transform the city-owned land adjacent to the 
Cedar Lee Theatre into a unique public space—the Cedar 
Lee Mini-Park. We have facilitated conversations with the 
city, the Cedar Lee Special Improvement District, merchants, 
residents and other stakeholders to find ways to enliven 
the space through public art, wayfinding signage, and other 
amenities. We raised $6,850 for the project at our annual 
benefit and were allocated $10,000 in CDBG funds from the 
city of Cleveland Heights. Design refinement and additional 
fundraising for the project will continue in 2019. In addition, 
We were pleased to be asked by Cedar Lee Connection, LLC, 
the group selected by the city to develop the city-owned lot 
at Lee Road and Meadowbrook Boulevard, to help facilitate 
civic engagement during the project.

In 2018, FutureHeights partnered with the Small Business 
Development Center in the Lee Road Library to host three 
workshops to assist existing business owners in all city dis-
tricts. Topics included the use of social media, signage and 
merchandising, and assistance programs, such as the city’s 
Storefront Renovation Program. 

In April 2018, ownership of the Coventry building (where 
FutureHeights’ offices are located) was transferred from the 
school district to Heights Libraries. We have continued to work 
with the tenants, who have organized themselves as Coventry 
P.E.A.C.E. Campus, and the library to chart a way forward so 
that the site can continue to be a community gathering place, 
playground, and arts and culture center. 

The FutureHeights crew at the 2018 University Heights Memorial Day Parade.



     Building on the work it began in 2017—a merchant survey, 
vacancy study, and two visioning workshops—FutureHeights 
kicked off a $70,000 planning study of the Noble Road corridor 
in 2018. Working in cooperation with Noble Neighbors; the cities 
of Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland; and Northeast Ohio 
Alliance for Hope, the CDC for East Cleveland; FutureHeights 
hired Camiros, Ltd., a nationally recognized urban planning firm, 
and The Riddle Company, a real estate and economic develop-
ment marketing consulting practice, to prepare a development 
and revitalization plan focusing on three commercial/mixed-use 
districts along Noble Road between Mayfield Road and Euclid 
Avenue. Among the many goals of the project are to address cur-
rent vacant and underutilized sites along the corridor, enhance 
the image of the neighborhood, and improve the quality of life 
for residents. In the meantime, we have worked with Noble 
Neighbors to enliven a vacant lot in the  Noble-Nela area, as part 
of our temporary site activation strategy.
        
Heights  Music Hop, now in its sixth year, has become one of the 
primary place-making events in Cleveland Heights. In 2018, the 
festival took place over a three-day weekend in three districts 
and attracted more than 8,500 people to the Heights to en-
joy free music and visit our unique local businesses. The 2018 
lineup included performances by 72 musical acts in 31 venues. 
Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus organizations joined with Heights 
Libraries to enliven the park with children’s activities, poetry and 
performances in between musical sets under the P.E.A.C.E. arch. 
REV Drive Northeast Ohio brought an electric vehicle fleet to 
the vacant lot at Lee Road and Meadowbrook Boulevard. A new 
video shot during the festival includes areal drone footage and 
showcases the vibrancy of our business districts.   
    

         
        
Strengthening our organization
Following the successful conclusion of a CDC Working Group 
process with the city of Cleveland Heights in March 2018, the 
city approved an initial services agreement that will enable 
FutureHeights to create a stronger partnership with the city and 
work cooperatively on shared goals. The first of those goals is 
to strengthen the housing stock in Cleveland Heights neighbor-
hoods, particularly those that are still struggling to recover from 
the foreclosure crisis. 

The city will support FutureHeights with $70,000 in fund-
ing for each of two years so that we can hire a real estate 
development professional and launch a housing pro-
gram that will rehabilitate vacant homes and construct 
new homes on vacant lots. We hope to have the position                                                                                             
filled and the program up and running by the start of the new 
year.

For the second year in a row, FutureHeights held a successful gala 
to raise much-needed operational support. The Living is Big Fun in 
Cleveland Heights event was held at the lovingly restored home of 
Anya and John Rudd in August 2018. Guests celebrated the best 
of Cleveland Heights while listening to our Cleveland Heights Poet 
Laureate and local musicians, sipping the Purple Presser cocktail 
and locally hand-crafted wine and beer, and sampling delicious bites 
from many of our local restaurants. We also honored Steve Presser, 
whose quirky personality and steadfast championing of indepen-
dent businesses has added so much to our community.

As a member of the Ohio CDC Association, FutureHeights has been 
able to access new resources and training opportunities. In 2018, 
FutureHeights hosted two fulltime Americorps VISTA members 
through OCDCA: Courtney Arbogast for the summer and Joe Royer, 
who joined FutureHeights in August and will be with us through 
August 2019. Courtney helped us conduct greater outreach to the 
North Coventry neighborhood, culminating in August with her orga-
nizing the first block party for the area in many years. Joe is working 
on helping us develop our new housing programs.

FutureHeights continues its strong partnerships with area universi-
ties. In 2018, we hosted two student interns from Case Western 
Reserve University’s Mandel School of Applied Social Sciences 
(MSASS): Ranen Reichstein in the spring and Malumbo Kabula, a 
graduate student from Malawi, Africa, in the fall. In addition, Mat-
thew Kerri from Cleveland State University’s Levin College of Urban 
Affairs began work in the spring on our new housing programs. 
And Emily Benson, a Heights High graduate and student at Loyola 
University in Chicago, interned with us in the summer, assisting in a 
number of initiatives, including our second annual benefit.  

All of our volunteers and interns greatly expand our capacity, and 
we are grateful for their contributions. We are fortunate to be able 
to draw on the talents and experiences of many engaged residents 
and business owners who volunteer on our board-led committees 
and task forces.

As we look ahead to 2019, we are grateful for your support and will 
continue to invest your donation dollars wisely to engage Heights 
residents in building a better place. 

Thank you!
 

Deanna Bremer Fisher   
Executive Director

Luna Bakery Café was one of several venues at the 2018 Heights Music Hop.

Board members Vince Reddy (L) and Calvin Singleton (R) at the North Coventry Block Party 2018.



2017 FutureHeights Supporters*
Corporate/Foundation Supporters
AHS Foundation
Amazon Smile Foundation
Anonymous
The Cedars Legacy Fund at Fidelity Charitable 
City of Cleveland Heights CDBG Program
Cuyahoga Arts & Culture
The GE Foundation
Greater Cleveland Community Shares
The Lubrizol Foundation
Medtronic Foundation
The Paintstone Foundation
Progressive Insurance Foundation
The BottleHouse Brewery and Meadery
US Bank
Whole Foods

Business Members
A World of Good
Betsey Warner- State Farm
Carmen’s Custom Window Treatments
Cedar Lee Theatre
Children’s Optical 
Cleveland Potters’ Co-op
Cleveland Rocks & Beads 
Cleveland Running Co.
CLE Urban Winery
Confluence Cycle and Yoga 
Dollar Bank
Eastwood Furniture
Eve ‘n’ Stephen 
Fairmount Massage
Flawless & Fierce Hair Studio    
Geraci’s Restaurant    
Gigi’s On Fairmount
Green Tara Yoga & Healing Arts
Heights Dental Group
Heights Mini Storage
Heights Uptown Bar and Grill
Heights Uptown Barber Shop
Heights Swedish Solutions, Inc    
Lopez on Lee
Lusty Wrench
Marotta’s
Melt
Mister Brisket
Panini’s On Coventry
Positive Image Hair Studio 
Rudy’s Pub
Scoperta Importing Co.
The BottleHouse Brewery and Meadery
The Rib Cage Smokehouse 
The Social Room
The Wine Spot
Verne & Ellsworth Hann, Inc 
Wood Trader
Zoss, the Swiss Baker

Special Event Supporters
Anatolia Cafe
Appletree Books
Cedar Fairmount SID
Cedar Lee SID
CLE Urban Winery
Cleveland Cinemas
Cleveland Heights Church
Coventry Village SID
Dewey’s Pizza
Dominion Energy
Green Tara Yoga
Heights Arts
Heights Libraries
Heights Music Shop
Heights Youth Club
Keller Insurance
La Cave du Vin
Lopez
Luna Bakery Café
Mac’s Backs
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates 
New Heights Grill
Nighttown
Parnell’s
Pavilion Home & Floral
Phoenix Coffee

*This list represents FutureHeights donors from January 1, 2016 through December 31, 2017

Rudy’s Pub
Stone Oven
Sweet Fix Bakery
The Fairmount
The Fix Bistro
The Rib Cage     
The Social Room
The Tavern Company
The Wine Spot
Verne & Ellsworth Hann
Vintage Apparel
Washington & Lee Service
Zagara’s Marketplace   

 
Celebrating Great Living Benefit
Gold Hosts 
City Architecture
Ernie Cahoon
Howard Hanna Cleveland Heights 
     Office
Studio Techne
David and Saroya Tabor
Jack and Blanche Valancy
The Volpe Family

Silver Hosts
Barbara Anderson
Anonymous
Dick and Doreen Cahoon
Mark Chupp and Sharon Shumaker
Fifth Third Bank
HSB Architects
Chris Jurcisin
Jan and Gus Kious
Micah Kirman
Joe Mannino and Carl Creagh
John Morley
Rob and Julie Namy 
Jim and Courtney Nantz
Michael Occhionero/Heights Center 
     Ltd.
Mark Phillips and Lita Gonzalez
Tawny Ratner
Brendan Ring
Mayor Cheryl Stephens
Betsy Sweet

Bronze Hosts
Janine Boyd 
Brennan for University Heights 
James Costello for Judge 
Mary Dunbar 
Jim Posch 
Michael Ungar and  Melissa Yasinow

Tickets and Donations
Geoffrey and Maryann Barnes 
Helen Barnett & Associates
Kathy and Dennis Barrie
Sruti Basu
Gary Benjamin and Melody Hart 
Marcie Bergman and Alan Rauss
Rachel Bernstein and Daniel Levin 
Michael and Jennifer Bier 
Roger Bliss 
Bob Brown and Susan Berger 
Steve Cadwell 
Craig Cantrall- Chestnut Hill Realty
Lee and Tuni Chilcote
CLE Urban Winery
Confluence Cycle and Yoga
Rhonda Davis Lovejoy
Maria Deryke and Peter Bruce
Adam DiDomenico
Thomas Eastman
Richard Ferris
Debra Glosserman
Paul and Margie Goldberg
Jim and Jen Grenwis
Krista Hawthorne
Joy Henderson
Chris Henry and Ken Montlack
Kristi Henzel
Barrie Jay and Marcy Becker
Dennis Keating

David Keller
Sue and Mike Kenney
Julia Kious Zabell
Ellen Kloppman
Malia Lewis
Joan and Chris Moore
Andrea Morris
C.J. Nash
Robert Oldenburg
Ernest and Terrilee Petrey
Heather Price
Peter and Julie Raskind
Joy Roller
Margo Roth
Brant and Gaylea Silvers
Susan Specter and Ted Dick
Lucinda Stevens
Steve and Julie Toth
Leanne van Beers-Werneke
Diana Woodbridge

In Kind Donations
Big Fun
Bodega
Bremec on the Heights Garden Center
The City of Cleveland Heights
Eastwood Furniture
Flowerville
Laura Hong & Tom Kovach
Lopez
Luna Bakery Cafe
Marotta’s
John Milgram
Mister Brisket
Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates
Nighttown
Pavilion Home & Floral
Phoenix Coffee
Taste
The Fairmount
The Fix Bistro
Jeremy Tugeau
Zagara’s Marketplace 
        
Members and Annual Fund Donors 
Visionary   ($1,000 - $4,999)
Mr. and Mrs. William D. Buss, ll
Jane C.  Busch
Diane Jones
Micah Kirman
Mark Phillips and Lita Gonzalez
The Wolpert Fund at the Cleveland 
      Foundation

Innovator   ($500 - $999)
Michael and Jennifer Bier
Robert N. Brown and Susan Berger
Dan and Cassie Budin
Eileen M. Burkhart
Charles and Grosvie Cooley
Mary Dunbar
The Hanavan Family Charitable Fund
M. Richmond and William Watterson
Joy Roller
Mr. and Mrs. Bradley Sanders
The David P. and Elizabeth A. Shriver 
     Fund at the Cleveland Foundation
Paul and Nan Volpe
Gordon and Sarah Wean

Squeaky Wheel   ($365 - $499)
CJ Nash
Vince Reddy
Julia Kious Zabell and Parker Zabell

Citizen Activist   ($250 - $364)
Barbara Anderson
Eli Auerbach
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Biche
Ruth Anna Carlson and Albert Leonetti
Cleveland Heights Teachers Union
Coventry Yard Associates, Ltd.
The Cowell Family Fund
John Davies
Glenn and Kathleen DeBoer



Nan Webb and Varun Kalra
The Winslow Donor Advised Fund at the Jewish 
     Federation of Cleveland
Tammy Wise
Christie Yonkers
Lewis  Zipkin

Heights Observer   ($60 - $119)
Susan Alcorn
Gerald and Janice Anderson
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Andrews
Mr. and Mrs. Roland Anglin
Cathy and Bill Annable
Anonymous (8)
Michael and Joanne Bailis
Ken and Ellen Barcus
Ed Becker and Karen Allen
Steven D. Bennett
Susan Berneike
Rachel Bernstein
Dr. Daniel Brustein
Dave and Sarah Budnar
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Cavender
Paula Coakley
James Costello
Charles B. Cushwa
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold J. Dahm
E. G. Davidson
Dorothy Dawson
Rachel and Peter DeGolia
Mike and Lauren DeMinico
Rosa and Jacob Dijkstra
Bernard and Helen Doherty
Mike and Linda Dudzinsky
Mr. William DuGar and Mrs. Dulcie A. 
     Devitt
Bradley Eckert and Jamey Christoph
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew L. Fabens, III
John and Kathleen Fant
Hugh and Wrean Fiebig
Barbara Fitzhugh and Howie Smith
Helen Foley and James Kazura
Susan Ford
Barbara and Roger French
Gayle Gathercole
Michael and Lisa  Gaynier
Mr. Joseph Geiger, Jr.
Paul and Margie Goldberg
Jim and Ginny Greggor
Andrew and Lois Gross
Gretchen A. Hallerberg
Nadeen Hayden
Dr. Alfred D. Heggie
Ann T. Herbruck
Joyce and James Huang
Mr. and Mrs. Geoffrey Johnson
Linda Johnston
Mr. and Mrs. Peter Jones
Laura Junglas
Nancy Junglas
John Kaminsky and Mary Kelsey
Malcolm E. Kenney
Douglas and Mary Ann Kerr
Ken and Amy Kesegich
Richard and Julie King
Ari Klein and Ditte Wolin
The Ladann Fund of Fidelity Charitable
Donna Lalewicz
Michael Lalich
Brian Larson and Laurie Albright
John and Deanne Lentz
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Lichtenstein
Richard Lightbody
DeAngelo Little
Mr. and Mrs. Norton London
Linda Lopez
Mr. and Mrs. Gary Lustic
Sue and Howard Maier
Kay L. Martin and Dennis Keating
Elaine Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Terry K. McGowan –
     Fidelity Brokerage Services
Terese McLeod
Daniel Medalie
Julia Mell
Edith Miller
Fred and Bonnie Mills
Jewel Moulthrop
Tas Nadas

Lisa and Derek Navracruz
Nicole Newman
Dr. and Mrs. Samuel Nigro
Bob Oldenburg
Glending Olson and Hester Lewellen
Paul and Connie Omelsky
Bill and Deb Patterson
Jim and Diane Pexa
Donalene S. Poduska
David P. Porter
Lester Potash
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Prusinski
Saroya Queen Tabor and David Tabor
Mr. and Mrs. Quentin Quereau
Gretchen Reynolds
Marlene and Bob Rink
Ms. A. Robichaud
Claire Robinson May
Alan Rocke and Cristine Rom
Bob and Barb Rosenbaum
Louis & Sylvia Rosenblum Memorial 
     Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish 
     Federation of Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Dale Rothenberger
Katharine and Robert Ruhl
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Sabo
Sandra Russ, PhD
Jessica Schantz
Peter Schofield
Richard A. Schreck
Larry Shaw
John and Marianne Sheridan
Mr. and Mrs. Dean Sieck
Maxine Singer and Peter Hochberg
Brian Smith and Marjorie Edguer
Kevin P. Smith
Katherine Solender and William Katzin
Sandy Stone
Beth and Jim Szpak
Mr. and Mrs. Philip L. Taylor
Guy and Marie Thellian
Nancy Thrams and Fran Twomey
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Titchenal
Joan Tomkins and William Busta
Cynthia and Christopher Trotta
Lara Troyer and Jeff Dyck
Andrea Turner
Anne Unverzagt
James and Debra Vail
Mr. and Mrs. Brian West
Joanne Westin and Roy Ritzmann
Theodore R. Wilson
Jessica Wobig
Diana Woodbridge
Paula Woods and Regina Webb
Christopher J. Wozniak
Mary Zenisek and Scott Krupkin
David Zordan and Janet McGrath

Good Neighbor   ($40 - $59)
Tom Adams
Anonymous (2)
Carol Armbrust and Tom Aldrich
Patty Bakewell
Eli Becker
Judith L. Beeler
Glenn and Anne Billington
Angela Boland
Barbara Brennan
Dr. Sharon G. Broniatowski
Cindie Carroll-Pankhurst
Temma and Glenn Collins
Jane D. Cunin
Jeanne and Kenneth Diamond
Doug and Sheila Epp
Sally Fahrenholz
Barbara S. Framke
Jane G. Frankel
William M. Ganger
Molly and Fred Gearhart
James Gehring
Maribeth and Chrisopher Gibbon
Tom and Cheryl Hanger
Judith Henderson
Helen Hertz
Deborah Hillyer
Heidi Hoogwerf
Marc Jaffe
Damir Janigro and Kim Conklin

Tom Dick and Susan Spector
Greg and EB Donley
Eileen and Stephen Ewen
Stuart and Kathleen Greenberg
Dr. and Mrs. Tom Hagesfeld
Barbara Hawley and David Goodman
David Keller
Lyle Kirman
Alexander G. Lajoie Jr. Memorial Fund 
     of the Cleveland Foundation
Tom and Marilyn McLaughlin
Diane Mogren
Chris and Joan Moore
Andrea Morris
Louisa Oliver
Dick and Jude Parke
Terri and David Perelman-Hall
Rebecca and Patrick Price
Alice and Albert Stratton
Douglas Whipple and Susan 
     Tuck-Whipple
Dennis Wilcox and Shelley 
     Kazan-Wilcox

Civic Champion   ($120 - $249)
James S. Anderson and David 
     Wittkowsky
Anonymous (2)
Bonnie M. Baker
Cathy Barber
Marcie Bergman and Alan Rauss
Tom and Dorothy Bier
Richard Block
Judge Janet Burnside
Mr. and Mrs. Frank H. Carpenter
Thomas Chaney
Hillel J. Chiel and Elizabeth K. Dreben
Mr. and Mrs. Lee Chilcote
Darin Croft
Mr. and Mrs. E. R. Csoltko
Rhonda Davis-Lovejoy
Jeffrey R. Dross and Michele J. Ladouceur
Rick and Donna Ferris
Mr. and Mrs. Rob Fischer
Mia and Joe Buchwald Gelles
Thomas Gilbride
Deborah Glosserman
Jonatha Gott and Eric Christian
Jim and Jen Grenwis
James Henke
Thomas Hodgkiss-Lilly
Dr. and Mrs. Lansing C. Hoskins
Amy and Phillip Jenkins
Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. Jeffreys
Susie Kaeser and Jerry Blake
Mr. and Mrs. Don Katt
Dr. David Kazdan and Laura Gooch
Don and Joan Kimmel
Elise Kirschenbaum
Steve Kordalski and Mary LaRiccia
Ursula Korneitchouk
Michael Lyford and Sonja Rajki
Chris and Gaylee McCracken
Drs. Michael and Megan McNamara
Claudia Metz and Tom Woodworth
Mr. and Mrs. Dan T. Moore III
Marian J. Morton
Milton and Esther Moss Philanthropic Fund of the 
     Jewish Federation of Cleveland
Mr. and Mrs. Bert W. Moyar
Vikki Nowak
T.P. and Mariann Offtermatt
Dr. and Mrs. Jim Patterson
Stephen Pepper and Linda Tobin
Katherine Petrey
Alan Rapoport
Todd and Marya Rogers
Connie and Jim Roop
Dr. Arthur and Marcia Rosenbaum
Susan J. Sanders and Barbara J. Krause
Barbara and John Schubert
Bill and Dallas Schubert
Drs. Beth Sersig and Christopher Brandt
Kathleen Skettle
Jeff and Anne Smith
Cheryl Stephens
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas W. Sumner
Michael N. Ungar
Mr. and Mrs. Gregory Van Niel



Gabrielle Jarrett
Evelyn D. Jones
Melissa Jones
Eugene Kadish
Rev. Donald King
Gus and Jan Kious
Walter Lambrecht and Greta De Meyer
W.A. Lass
Malia R. Lewis
Marilyn Malkin
Nina McLellan and Walter Nicholes
Patricia Morris
Rebecca Norton
Timothy O’Donnell
Karstin Olofsson and Jon Goldman
Ann Olszewski
Susan D. Pardee
George and Missy Perlic
Joanne Poderis
Kaye Price
Bill and Jan Resseger
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony Rupcic
Kara and John Schellenberg
Wiley Smith
Mr. and Mrs. Glenn F. Solomon
Dr. Susan Staugaitis
Richard and Virginia Stewart
Jill Tatem
Mr. and Mrs. Gary B. Tishkoff
Tim and Sara Toma
Scott and Beth Wachter
Mr. and Mrs. Patrick Walker
Peg Weissbrod

Senior/Student   ($20 - $39)
Ms. Doris Allen
Michael Allen
Anonymous (4)
Russell Z. Baron
Rolf and Marty Bergman
Lisa Brody
George and Peggy Burke
Destiny Burns
Delores L. Burt
Beth Cagan
Ms. Vera J. Camden
Pat Cangelosi-Williams
Francis Chiappa
Roslyn S. Collins
Margaret Cowin
Jan Devereaux
Ms. Kathryn Ellis
Ms. Belinda L. Farrow
Dr. Jane Glaubinger
Mr. and Mrs. George Fitzpatrick
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Ford
Mr. Bruce Frumker
Ben Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. John Janssen
Mr. William Jones
Jeffrey Kellon
Bonnette Kurlander
Mr. and Mrs. Richard J. Labus
Mrs. Julie Langan
Mr. and Mrs. J. C. Langmack
Ms. Elizabeth E. Lehtola
Helen Liggett
Don and Sandra McPherson
Ms. Betty A. Nelson
Mr. and Mrs. David Perelman
Mr. and Mrs. Kendall Pim
Jane Pitman
William Porter
I. Jane Reynolds
Ms. Barbara A. Rogers
Amy Rosenbluth
Russell Rucky
David and Ilene Saginor
Richard and Lauren Sharpe
Mr. and Mrs. Jeff Spero
Joan Spoerl
Carol A. Staiger
Sandra Strickland Wilson
Ms. Sara S. Tucker
Judith Van Kleef
Earl Waltz
Gloria Waytes
Ms. Susan Weaver

Heights Laundry Service
Heights Libraries
Heights Music Hop
Heights Tigers Youth Sports
Herb’s Plumbing
Hospice of the Western Reserve
Howard Hanna Real Estate
Imaginet
Integrity Contracting
Jazzercise
John Rach for UH Council
Judson Services, Inc.
Keller Insurance
Lake Erie Ink
Lakeview Cemetery Foundation
Lawn Lad
Lopez
Luna Bakery Café
Mac’s Backs Books
Mamai Theatre Co.
Marilyn Marks Violin
Mitchell’s Chocolate
MJM Window Restoration
Montessori High School
Montlack Realty
Nadeen Hayden for Judge
Neff Landscaping
Neubert Painting
No. 1 Roofing
Noble Road Presbyterian Church
Pacific East
Panini’s Coventry
PC Handyman
Plato’s Closet
Quality Plumbing
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa
Revolve
Ripley ENT Tree Service
Ruffing Montessori
Scott Haigh-Howard Hanna
Selective Homes / Amish Garage
Simons Automotive Services
Skettle Electric
SmarteSoil
South African Journeys
St. James Anglican
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
State Farm - Betsy Warner 
Stone Oven      
Studio How-To
Supreme Window & Glass
Susan Delaney - Howard Hanna
Susan Infeld for Mayor of UH
Swedish Solution
Table 45
Tas Nadas for Council
The Tavern Company
The Music Settlement
Tommy’s
University Circle Inc.
Urban Oak School
Uston Roof Restoration
Vegfest
Vern & Ellsworth Hann
Walters DDS
Washington & Lee Service
The Winespot
Wohl Financial Services
Wood Trader
Yasinow-Ungar for Council
Zoma
        
        
        
 

Mrs. Rena Wertheim
Barbara Wherley
Mr. David Wilson
Beverly Wright
Edward and Catherine Yandek
Barry Zucker

Others
Helen T. Anderson
Andrea D. Freeman
Mr. Douglas GlaweSiobhan Leftwich
Mrs. Susan K. Sering Hughley
Nancy Sherwin
Gina Love Slade

Heights Observer Advertisers                                                                         
Act II Shop
Adam Howe - Motorcars
Antiques at Michael’s
Apple Construction
Appletree Books
Ardmore Tree Service
Atma Center
Bachman Insurance
Beaumont School
Big Fun
Bolt & Spool
Bremec on the Heights
Buckeye Medical Supply
Cain Park
Cedar Fairmount SID
Cedar Lee SID
CH-UH City School District
Church of the Saviour
Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers
Cleveland Institute of Art
Cleveland Institute of Music
Cleveland Metroparks
Cleveland Montessori
Coit Road Farmers Market
Communion of Saints Parish
Confluence
Cosmopolitan Dermatology
Costello for Judge
Creative Moves
CUBE Workspace
Cuyahoga Community College
Daugherty Contracting
DeAngelo Little for Judge
Delores Pendleton
Dewey’s Popcorn Shops   
Danielle Armington and Richey Remax
Disciples Christian Church
Dogtropolis
Dr. Ernest J. Robinson
Eastwood Furniture
Edwards Painting & Home Services
Edwins
En Espanol, Por Favor
Eve’s Painting & Home Repair
Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Fairmount Massage
Fairmount Presbyterian Church
Felice
First Baptist
First Church of Christ, Scientist
First Unitarian Church
Flower Clown
Forest Hill Church
Friends of Heights Libraries
Funny Times
Gayle Belcher, Attorney
Geraci’s Restaurant
Greater Cleveland Urban Film Festival
Green Tara Yoga    
Groundworks Dance Theater
Gutter Guru
Hanna Perkins School
Harvey & Friends Bookshop
Hathaway Brown School
Health Markets
Heights Alumni Assn.
Heights Arts
Heights Community Congress
Heights Family Foundation
Heights Frame & Art
Heights Hardware
Heights High Instrumental Music Department



2843 Washington Blvd., Suite 105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
www.futureheights.org
216-320-1423

Join Us
Your tax-deductible membership contribution 
goes directly to supporting the community-
based programs and projects of FutureHeights 
that help strengthen our wonderful neighbor-
hoods. Join online today at our 
secure website, www.futureheights.org, or by 
calling 216-320-1423.

Our Mission
FutureHeights works to inspire and facilitate col-
laboration and empowerment across our commu-
nities to ensure a vibrant and sustainable future 
for Cleveland Heights and University Heights.

FutureHeights values:
• Diverse, inclusive, active and informed 

citizen participation in community decision 
making

• Appreciation for the time, talent and various 
forms of support offered to our organization

• Innovative ideas in addressing the challenges 
in our communities

• Open and effective communication and 
partnerships among nonprofits, schools, lo-
cal business, city government and citizens

• Thriving local business community
• Preservation of historic neighborhoods and 

commercial districts
• High quality sustainability in design and 

architecture 
• Regional approach to innovation, planning 

and development

Jason and Josh Sweet, owners of Boss Dog Brewing Company, which was voted Best New Business in 
the 2018 Best of the Heights Awards.

2017 Financial Statement
Unaudited condensed statement of activities

Revenue and Support
Grants              $63,572
Memberships              33,685
Annual fund              10,825
Sponsorships          14,800
Fiscal Agency Administration         274
Other Fundraising    57,165
Earned Income     147,065
Misc.                  67
Total Revenue and Support     $327,453

Expenses
Program     $244,746
General and Administration    55,339
Fundraising       7,086
Depreciation                      1,099
Total Expenses         $308,270

Change in Net Assets        $19,183
Net Assets at Beginning of Year    45,552
Net Assets at End of Year     $64,735

Fiscal Agency Income                   $2,918
Fiscal Agency Expense                     3,841
Net Fiscal Agencies                   $(923)

The FutureHeights financial year begins January 1 and ends December 31. 

FutureHeights is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  

Contributions to FutureHeights are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. FutureHeights 
participates in GuideStar, the online standard for nonprofit accountability. Please visit GuideStar.org to 
view the organization’s Annual Form 990 and other organizational information.

One of three public forums FutureHeights held in 2018.



Julia Kious Zabell
President
Principal, Re:Invigorate

Laura Junglas
Principal, The Nonprofit Org 
Doc, LLC

Mark Phillips
Partner, Benesch, Friedlander, 
Coplan & Arnoff LLP

Deanna Bremer 
Fisher
Executive Director

2018 FutureHeights Board of Directors Staff

Sruti Basu
Director of Community-
Building Programs, 
FutureHeights

Temma Collins
Graphic Design, 
Heights Observer

Kathleen Fant
Bookkeeper, 
FutureHeights
Bob Rosenbaum
Advertising and Mar-
keting Development, 
Heights Observer
Diane Roberto
Graphic Design, 
Heights Observer

Jessica Schantz
E-news Manager, 
Heights Observer
Kim Sergio-Inglis
Editor-In-Chief, 
Heights Observer

Richard Stewart
President Emeritus
President, Digizoom 

Rhonda Davis 
Lovejoy
Vice President
Licensed Social Worker

Bob Brown
Vice President
City Planner

Rebecca Price
Secretary
The Law Office of Re-
becca Yingst Price, LLC

Vince Reddy
Treasurer
Project Manager, LAND 
Studio

Barbara Anderson
Assistant Administrator/Con-
sumer Protection Specialist, City 
of Cleveland; Chair,  Another 
Chance of Ohio

Michael Bier
CHN Housing Partners

Thomas Eastman
VP of Syndiation, Enter-
prise Community Invest-
ment, Inc.

Dennis Keating
Professor Emeritus, CSU’s 
Levin College of Urban 
Affairs
David Keller
President and CEO  Keller 
National

Micah Kirman
Consultant

Lute Quintrell
Principal, Beacon CFO Plus 
LLC

Joy Roller
Development Director, 
Karamu House & Theatre

Julie Sabroff
VP Hanna Commercial 
Real Estate

Calvin Singleton
Principal, Calvin Singleton 
& Associate Architects & 
Planners

Our thanks to former board members Danial Butdn, Thomas 
Chaney, Michael Dylan Brennan, James Henke, Saroya Queen 
Tabor, Allosious Snodgrass, April Urban and Paul Volpe for their 
dedicated service to the mission of FutureHeights.

Matthew Kerri
Cleveland State University’s 
Levin College of Urban Affairs

Emily Benson 
Loyola University

Courtney Arbogast 
Americorps VISTA, Summer

Joe Royer           
Americorps VISTA

Malumbo Kabula
Case Western University’s Mandel 
School of Applied Social Sciences

2018 Interns

A volunteer passes out programs at the 2018 Heights Music Hop.

Ranen Reichstein
Case Western University’s   
Mandel School of Applied   
Social Sciences


