
Facilitating an equitable, prosperous and vibrant 
future for Cleveland Heights and University Heights, 
and engaging and promoting economic and social 
development through meaningful engagement of 
residents and collaboration with local organizations, 
businesses and governments.

From the President
Reflecting on 2021, our organization continued its evolution to a 
fully functioning community development corporation, focused 
on fulfilling its mission to facilitate an equitable, prosperous, and 
vibrant future for Cleveland Heights and University Heights, and to 
promote economic and social development through engagement 
and collaboration with residents, local organizations, businesses, 
and city government.

Cleveland Heights’s city slogan is “All Are Welcome.”  Future-
Heights fully embraces this vision, continuing its community en-
gagement efforts to bring the entire community together on civic 
matters and issues, and particularly supporting diversity, equity 
and inclusion, as well as placemaking efforts to bring residents 
together. 

Throughout the pandemic and continuing in 2021, we remained 
engaged in neighborhood revitalization, economic and business 
development, placemaking, and civic engagement, including the 
renovation of 20 abandoned homes. FutureHeights is committed 
to finding additional avenues for supporting redevelopment of 
blighted commercial properties on Taylor Road, the Noble neigh-
borhood and at Severance Center. 

Our award winning community newspaper, Heights Observer, 
continues to be an effective voice for members of the community 
to express their views and concerns, and a critical source of local 
news and event information.

Our Board of Directors continues to operate with a high degree of 
urgency and is focused on building FutureHeights’s capabilities to 
further improve our community.  To that end, we have embarked 
on an extensive strategic planning process and look forward to 
sharing the results of this work and implementation plan to ad-
vance our community to the next level.   
 
As always, we remain grateful for the continued support from our 
donors, volunteers, and the City of Cleveland Heights and Univer-
sity Heights.

Sincerely,
							     

Julie I. Sabroff, President 
FutureHeights Board of Directors (2021-2022)

Heights residents enjoy Heights Music Hop 2021.

FutureHeights Neighborhood Leadership Workshop 
participants with facilitator.

FutureHeights partnered with the Heights Chapter of the 
Greater Cleveland League of Women Voters to present the 
first ever Cleveland Heights Mayoral Debate.
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News and Notes
As the global pandemic wore on, Cleveland Heights celebrated 
its centennial and residents elected a mayor for the first time. 
FutureHeights, a citizen-led community development corpora-
tion, continued in 2021 to find innovative ways to strengthen 
our community’s historic neighborhoods and walkable business 
districts through advocacy, civic engagement, community-
enhancing placemaking, neighborhood planning, public forums 
and small grants projects. 

Engaging and promoting our community
Following our success in 2020 with online programming, 
FutureHeights continued to offer several online public forums 
to encourage public dialog on issues and help the community 
connect during these challenging times. Topics included “Shared 
Space: What Makes a Neighborhood?” and “Shared Spaces: A 
Conversation About the Severance Neighborhood.” In addi-
tion, during this historic election year, FutureHeights partnered 
with Citizens for an Elected Mayor to host “Electing Our First 
Mayor: Moving Cleveland Heights Forward,” a discussion to help 
identify and prioritize issues that were important to residents 
as we entered the election season. We then hosted a series of 
candidates forums and the first-ever Cleveland Heights mayoral 
debate with the League of Women Voters, as well as published 
a primary voters’ guide and a general election guide in the 
Heights Observer.

For the fourth consecutive year, the Heights Observer was 
recognized as one of Ohio’s best community publications in the 
Press Club of Cleveland’s annual All-Ohio Excellence in Journal-
ism Awards. Congratulations to our production team for creat-
ing a strong community publication that reads well, is relevant, 
and reflects a broad range of community voices. Thank you to 
all of our community volunteers who write articles and assist 
us with editing and distribution, as well as our advertisers who 
support this important news source and community asset.

Since its inception, the Heights Observer has published more 
than 10,738 stories. In 2021, we published 12 issues of the 
print edition and 50 issues of the weekly e-news. One hundred 
nine new volunteers signed up in the member center to write, 
edit and distribute the paper, which brings the total number of 
people engaged through the Observer to 1,803. The local elec-
tion had a positive effect on ad revenues, which were up 10% 
from 2020, and page count, which increased 5% over 2020. The 
number of advertisers, however, was down 4% from 2020 and 
21% from 2019. The e-news, published each Tuesday, reaches 
more than 5,309 people and averages a 34% open rate. 

FutureHeights programs, such as the Heights Observer’s Holi-
day Gift Guide, and Best of the Heights Awards, and low-cost 
advertising opportunities in the Observer, support the locally 
owned, independent businesses that make up the majority of 
businesses in the Heights. In addition, “shop local” messaging 
to encourage residents to patronize Heights businesses, online 
forums to identify issues that are important to our business 
owners, as well as partnerships with the Urban League’s Minor-
ity Business Assistance Center, help support these businesses, 
which add to the quality of life and unique character of our 
residential community.

In 2021, we amplified this support by purchasing gift certificates 
from our local businesses and creating gift packages for the an-
nual Best of the Heights Awards. In 2022, we will again purchase 
gift certificates and enable each person who submits a valid bal-
lot for the 2022 Best of the Heights Awards to receive a chance 
to win a package of gift cards valued at a minimum of $250.

Supporting our commercial districts
In 2021, we continued our work to transform the Cedar Lee 

Mini-Park, the walkway from the parking lot behind the Cedar 
Lee Theatre to the businesses on Lee Road. Following the pre-
sentation of a final design concept in September 2020, Future-
Heights has worked with its landscape design partner, MKSK, to 
create construction drawings to finalize the costs. We are now 
working on an agreement with the city of Cleveland Heights, 
which owns the property, to enable construction to take place 
and develop a long-term programming and maintenance plan. 
Once this is in place, we can work together to obtain funding to 
make the design a reality.

FutureHeights continued to work with Noble Neighbors, the 
cities of Cleveland Heights and East Cleveland, and Northeast 
Ohio Alliance for Hope (the CDC for East Cleveland), to reach 
consensus on next steps for the revitalization of the Noble Road 
Corridor. In the meantime, the partners have moved forward 
with the Noble-ity Project and installed five new benches along 
the right of way. FutureHeights then assisted Noble Neighbors 
in raising additional funding to enable artwork celebrating the 
neighborhood’s rich history to be created and installed on the 
benches in 2022. The goal of this Early Action Project is to foster 
a cohesive identity, and utilize beautification as a catalyst for 
neighborhood revitalization.

Another aspect of revitalization in Noble and other struggling 
business districts in Cleveland Heights, is support for local busi-
ness owners, particularly businesses owned by women and mi-
norities who have been among the hardest hit by the pandemic. 
In 2021, FutureHeights obtained funding through the city’s 
Community Development Block Grant Program to hire a part-
time business outreach manager who will help connect business 
owners to resources and assist them in organizing their districts 
to achieve lasting change. City funds were augmented by funds 
raised at our annual benefit, and we are looking forward to hav-
ing a staff member in place by the end of the year.

One of the things Heights residents said they missed most dur-
ing the pandemic shut down was the annual live music festival 
Heights Music Hop. With the support of several new funders, 
FutureHeights was able to host a pandemic-friendly event in 
September 2021 that featured live music, on one night, on three 
outdoor stages in the Cedar Lee Business District. We are hope-
ful that we will be able to host music inside our local businesses 
in 2022, but are also looking forward to keeping some of the 
outdoor elements that were available this year. 

Strengthening our neighborhoods
The FutureHomes program, which seeks to renovate vacant, 
abandoned and blighted homes in our community and sell them 
to owner-occupants, continues to grow. Working in partnership 
with the city of Cleveland Heights and the Cuyahoga County 
Land Bank, FutureHeights acquires properties, develops a 
comprehensive scope of work, selects a contractor partner, and 
monitors the work to ensure completion to our specifications.
In 2021, FutureHeights completed and sold eight homes in the 
Noble Neighborhood and the Mid-City area (neighborhoods 



     

Deanna Bremer Fisher 
Executive Director

bounded by Mayfield, Cedar, Taylor and Lee roads) to new owner-
occupants: one more home is completed and on-the-market and 
five more homes are under construction. During the renovation, 
all new heating and air conditioning systems are installed, plumb-
ing is upgraded, and insulation added. FutureHeights takes care to 
preserve character-defining features, such as wood floors and front 
porches, whenever possible and looks for opportunities to enhance 
living space by adding a full bathroom or powder room, or finishing 
an attic or basement. The average market value of the homes post-
renovation is 8.7 times their previous value.

FutureHeights marketed a new Neighborhood Mini-Grants program 
for small exterior home improvement grants to owners of owner-
occupied homes in the block surrounding the high school and in 
a four-block area near Monticello Middle School. These improve-
ments can include painting, porch repair, landscaping, and other 
improvements that enhance the curb appeal of the home. 

FutureHeights’ Community Capacity-Building program continues 
to help residents leverage neighborhood assets by providing tools 
to solve neighborhood challenges. To enable in-person meetings, 
FutureHeights held its seventh-annual Neighborhood Leadership 
Workshop Series in fall 2021. Six participants learned effective 
community-building and place-making practices. The 2022 work-
shop series will take place beginning March 6, 2022. Applications 
opened Dec. 1, 2021 and are due Feb. 18, 2022.

FutureHeights expanded its Neighborhood Mini-Grants program in 
2021 thanks to additional support from the Cedars Legacy Fund and 
the McGinty Family Foundation 1989. In 2021, we awarded $10,452 
to 14 projects in several Heights neighborhoods, including public 
art, community gardens, creative placemaking initiatives, youth 
activities, and sustainability education. Three of these projects were 
located in University Heights neighborhoods, which became eligible 
for the program this year. Two grant application rounds are held 
each year, one in the fall and one in the spring. The next application 
deadline is March 15, 2022.

FutureHeights expanded its support of all-volunteer, community-
based groups in 2021, acting as fiscal sponsor for Noble Neighbors, 
Spirit Corner, Cleveland Heights Garden Walk, Bradford Cinder Path, 
Heights Tree People, Lower Edgehill Neighborhood Association, Del-
more Community Orchard and Cleveland Heights Green Team. This 
support enables these organizations to seek funding and present 
programs that enhance our community. 

Strengthening our organization
As the pandemic wore on, FutureHeights found ways to connect 
with members and supporters both online and in-person. Rainy 
weather and technical glitches didn’t dampen the enthusiasm for 
gathering at Boss Dog Brewing Company in June for FutureHeights’ 
annual meeting, where Cleveland State University Professor of His-
tory J. Mark Souther gave a keynote presentation on “A Century of 
Civic Engagement in Cleveland Heights” and FutureHeights updated 
the community on its activities. 

Nor did the unprecedented heat and humidity in August, detract 
from the spectacular site of our 2021 annual benefit: Beaulieu, the 
home of Ted and Sally Smith. Love for this special community was 
evident as we celebrated Cleveland Heights’ centennial, and recog-
nized author and honoree, Susie Kaeser, who has been a steadfast 
champion for racial justice. We enjoyed performances by Cleve-
land Wind Trio, Shakespeare Exchange and master of ceremonies, 
Peacock. The Fairmount provided delicious featured dishes, and 
we enjoyed sumptuous bites from Luna Bakery & Cafe, Marchant 
Manor Cheese, and Mitchell’s Fine Chocolates. We sipped signature 
cocktails (100-Years-Old Fashioned and Nuclear Free Kool-Aid) and 
CLE Urban Winery’s handcrafted wines. We even had Mac’s Backs 
Books on Coventry on hand to sell signed copies of Susie’s book, 
Resisting Segregation: Cleveland Heights Activists Shape Their Com-
munity, 1964-1976. The event generated much-need unrestricted 
revenue to support FutureHeights operations and help support the 

FutureHeights honored author Susie Kaeser (left) at 
its 2021 annual benefit. She is pictured here with her 
daughter Sarah Blake.

organization’s new Women- and Minority-Owned Business 
Outreach Initiative.

Staff shifted to hybrid in-office hours to enable social dis-
tancing during the pandemic, working remotely as much as 
possible and hosting many meetings online. As 2021 grew 
to a close, FutureHeights put on-hold plans to move to new 
offices within Coventry P.E.A.C.E. Campus (CPC), when Heights 
Libraries suspended plans to enter into a long-term ground 
lease with CPC. This new location would have given Future-
Heights more room for staff offices and a conference room 
that is triple the size of the current one, enabling more social 
distancing space for committee and community meetings. Fu-
tureHeights has supported the creation of a thriving arts and 
culture center and community gathering place in the former 
school building and hopes to see it continue to grow.

In January, we welcomed Melaney Cook as an Americorps 
VISTA member supporting our FutureHomes program, a posi-
tion made possible through the Ohio CDC Association. Sydney 
Chickos, a graduate student at CWRU’s Mandel School of Ap-
plied Social Sciences (MSASS), completed her field placement 
with us in the spring and stayed on to serve as our Summer 
Americorps VISTA member. In August, we welcomed Sarah 
Wolf as a full-time staff member. Sarah, who had previously 
served as an intern and Americorps VISTA member, assumed a 
new role as Community-Building Programs Manager. 

Sadly, in October, we had to say goodbye to Sruti Baz, who 
had accepted a new position that would enable her to work 
from home with her new baby. Sruti was instrumental in 
creating the Community Capacity-Building Program, including 
the Neighborhood Leadership Workshop Series and Neighbor-
hood Mini-Grants Program. She built strong relationships with 
many community groups and other stakeholders; her exper-
tise and sanguinity are greatly missed.

As we look ahead to 2022, we know that the pandemic will 
have a lasting effect on our residents and local businesses. Yet, 
there is much reason for optimism. We know that with the 
continued support of our members and volunteers, we can 
build back our community. The future for the Heights is bright!



2020 FutureHeights Supporters*
Corporate and Foundation Supporters
Anonymous
Cedars Legacy Fund at Fidelity Charitable
Cleveland Heights Teachers Union
CLE Urban Winery
The Cleveland Foundation
Crane Fund for Widows and Children
Greater Cleveland Community Shares
Ohio CDC Association
The Lubrizol Foundation 
The Marketfarm
Medtronic Foundation
Progressive Insurance Foundation
The Wolpert Fund of the Cleveland Foundation

			 
2020 Benefit Campaign
Anonymous
Marcie Bergman & Alan Rauss
Cedars Legacy Fund at Fidelity Charitable
Craig & Ruth Cobb
Fifth Avenue Appraisals
James Graham & David Dusek
Jim & Jen Grenwis
Bruce Hennes
Helen Hertz
The John and Sally Morley Charitable Fund at
Schwab Charitable
W. Dennis Keating & Kay Martin
Susan Kenney
Jan & Gus Kious
John Ladner & Mark Lipscomb
Ken Montlack & Christine Henry
Dan T. & Marge Moore
Andrea Morris
Rob & Julie Namy
Richard & Jude Parke
Barb Rudolph
Kathy Ruekberg
Sharon Shumaker & Mark Chupp
Albert & Alice Stratton
Tawny Ratner Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish
Federation of Cleveland
Tammy & Harry Wise

Members and Annual Fund Donors	
Visionary
Anonymous
Mike & Jennifer Bier
Robert N. Brown & Susan Berger
Jane Busch
Richard & Doreen Cahoon
Craig & Ruth Cobb
John Dyer – Nova Title Agency
Thomas Eastman & Erik Andrews
Patricia Hanavan – The Hanavan Family Charitable 

Fund
Christopher Jacobs
Laura Junglas
Micah & Nell Kirman
Lisa Lystad and Mark Warren Philanthropic Fund of the 

Jewish Federation of Cleveland
E. Sean Medina
Rob & Julie Namy
Sarah O’Keeffe & Sam Lapides
Louisa Oliver
Lute & Lynn Quintrell
Julie & Peter Raskind
Joy Roller
Barbara & John Schubert
Tom & Chris Sumner
Ben & Kylie Volpe
Matthew Wymer
Julia Kious Zabell & Parker Zabell

Citizen Activist 
Alexander G. Lajoie Jr. Memorial Fund at the Cleveland 

Foundation
James Anderson and David Wittkowsky
Harriet Applegate
Bonnie M. Baker
Tom & Dorothy Bier
Drs. Christopher Brandt & Beth Sersig
Eileen Burkhart
Albert Leonetti & Ruth Anna Carlson

*This list represents FutureHeights donors from January 1, 2020 through December 31, 2020

Walter R. & Sharon Chapman, Jr.
Colin Compton
Maria DeRyke & Peter Bruce
William Finn & Rachel Martinez-Finn
Lita Gonzalez & Mark Phillips
Stuart & Kathleen Greenberg
Tom & Kirsten Hagesfeld
Helen Hertz
Carmen & Jacqueline Iammarino
Amanda Isaacson - Eddington Revival LLC
John & Sue Janssen
Lyle Kirman
Ursula Korneitchouk
Josephine & David Moore
Andrea Morris
Marian J. Morton
T.P. &Mariann Offtermatt
Michael Peterman - CoventrYard Associates, Ltd.
Vince Reddy
Melissa Richmond & William Watterson
Julie Sabroff & Bill Willoughby
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
Maria & Raymond Schmitt
Elizabeth A. Shriver
Sharon Shumaker & Mark Chupp
Calvin Singleton
Andre Witt
Dr. Massarat Zutshi

Civic Champion 
Cathy Barber & Alan Brenner
William & Carol Bruml
Adele Cohn
James & Claudia Cull
Rhonda Davis-Lovejoy
Greta De Meyer & Walter Lambrecht
Drs. Elizabeth K. Dreben & Hillel J. Chiel
Helen Foley & James Kazura
Donna L. & Loren Fox
Roger & Barbara French
Dorothy J. Ipavec
Robert & Patricia Jeffreys
Susie Kaeser & Jerry Blake
Don & Maribeth Katt
W. Dennis Keating & Kay Martin
Graig & Amy Kluge
Steven Kordalski & Mary LaRiccia
David Lusenhop
Claudia Metz & Tom Woodworth
Bert & Marjorie Moyar
Vikki Nowak
Michael Lyford & Sonja Rajki
Sarojini Rao
Bill & Jan Resseger
Marcia & Arthur Rosenbaum
Dale & Joyce Rothenberger
Larry Shaw
Philip & Sarah Taylor
Fran Twomey
Lewis Zipkin & Dawn Kuderna
David A. Zordan & Janet W. McGrath

Good Neighbor  
Karen Allen & Ed Becker
Gerald & Janice Anderson
Bethany & Zachary Baldwin
Eli Becker & Penny Rakoff
Judith L. Beeler
Jeffrey & Joan Bendix
Kristi Bergren & Roe Graham
Mark & Kathleen Binnig
Alena Bower
Michael Dylan Brennan
Drs. Daniel J. Brustein & Joan E. Trey
David & Doris Budin
Dave & Sarah Budnar
George & Peggy Burke
Alicia Burkle
Judge Janet Burnside
Jennifer Carr & Lance Vernon
Lee & Barbara Cavender
Lee & Tuni Chilcote
Sheri Clampitt-Dean
Julie Clayton
Jessica & Eric Cohen
Tony Cuda
Jane Cunin

Arnold & Susan Dahm
Rachel & Peter DeGolia
Florence D’Emilia
Mike & Lauren DeMinico
Donna & Drew DeSarle
Nancy Dietrich
Peter & Pat Dillard
Brady Dindia
Bernard & Helen Doherty
William Doll & Carolyn Buller
Linda & Mike Dudzinsky
Mary A. Dunbar
Hallie Durchslag
Bradley Eckert & Jamey Christoph
Margaret Eigsti
Marilyn Eppich & Merrie Frost
Andrew & Leigh Fabens
John & Kathleen Fant
Hugh & Wrean Fiebig
Ketti Finneran & Rick Brown
Rob & Amy Fischer
Barbara Fitzhugh & Howie Smith
Hardy & Susan Flickinger
Justin & Melissa Fliegel
Jeff & Lynne Ford
Michelle Frazier
Krissy & Mark Gallagher
Fred & Molly Gearhart
Marty Gelfand & Sherry Ball
Paul & Margie Goldberg
Andrew & Lois Gross
Erin Gyomber
Gretchen Hallerberg & Walt Tomford
Matthew Haberbusch
Samuel & Kimberly Hartwell
Alfred D. Heggie, M.D.
Judith Henderson
Joy Henderson & Phil Lammers
Bruce Hennes
Johnna & Terry Hicks
Deborah Hillyer
Thomas Hodgkiss-Lilly
Beth Holbein
Joy Iammarino-Dushin
Eva & Geoff Johnson
Jan & Peter Jones
Melissa Jones
John Kaminsky & Mary Kelsey
Patrick Kanary
Mary Beth & Kurt Karakul
David Kazdan & Laura Gooch
Rev. Don King
Ari Klein & Ditte Wolin
Grant & Ellen Kloppman
Evan Komito & Jewel Moulthrop
Paul Kopp
Sally & Howard Kramer
Donna Lalewicz & John Houdek
Michael Lalich
Malia Lewis & Margot Damaser
Larry & Bonnie Lindberg
Gary & Julie Lustic
Sue & Howard Maier
Mark & Beth Majewski
J. Adin & Arlene Mann
Elaine Mason & Hank Richardson
Tom & Marilyn McLaughlin
Eve McPherson & Jeffrey Donnelly
Gretchen Mettler
Allison Meyer
Edith Miller
Bonnie & Fred Mills
Kate & Andrew Montlack
David & Donna Muthersbaugh
Lisa & Derek Navracruz
Betty Nelson
Eustacia Netzel-Hatcher & Wayne B. Hatcher
Evelyn Newell
Karstin Olofsson & Jonathan Goldman
Paul & Connie Omelsky
David Orlean - The Orlean Co
Susan D. Pardee
Greg Passov
Jim & Marian Patterson
Shayna Pentecost
George & Missy Perlic
Jim & Diane Pexa
Roland Philip & Linda Sandhaus
David P. Porter & Margaret K. Poutasse



Kelsey Martin-Keating
Patricia Matteo
Barbara McCann
Patricia Morris
Myra Orenstein
Donalene S. Poduska
Ted & Carol Poulos
Laura Rampe
Russell Rucky
Cary Seidman
Susan K. Sering
Nancy H. Sherwin
Dean & Judy Sieck
Lucy H, Simm
Carol A. Staiger
Sandra Strickland Wilson
Gary & Beryl Tishkoff
Chris & Cynthia Trotta
Arleen Twist
Michael & Kathy Walker
Howard & Deborah Willen
Theodore R. Wilson

Heights Observer Advertisers    
A Bunch of Parents
Amen Gutter Cleanining
Antiques at Michaels
Apple Construction
Ardmore Tree Service
Atma Center
Beaumont School
BHHS Realty
Bolt & Spool
Bremec on the Heights
Buckeye Medical Supply
Cain Park
Case Western Reserve University School of 
   Medicine
Cedar Fairmount SID
Center for Arts Inspired Learning
Central Outreach Wellness Center
CH-UH Board of Education
CH-UH City School District
Church of the Saviour
City Lite Electric, Inc.
City of Cleveland Heights
Class 1 Pavers & Remodelers
Cleveland Buddhist Temple
Cleveland Heights Garden Walk
Cleveland Heights Teachers Union
Cleveland Institute of Art
Cleveland Window Restoration
Coit Road Farmers Market
Communion of Saints Parish
Communion of Saints School
Communion of Saints School PTO
Coventry Village SID
Creatives Marketplace
Dogtropolis
Eastwood Furniture
Elite Technology
Eve’s Painting & Home Repair
Fairmount Circle Dentistry
Fairmount Presbyterian Church
Felice Urban Cafe
First Baptist Church
Flower Entertainment
Forest Hill Church
Focused Tatoo
Forest Hill Church
Frankie’s Furniture
Friends of Heights Libraries
Funny Times
Green Tara Yoga
Groundworks Dance Theater
Gutter Guru
HealthMarkets Insurance, Inc..
Heights Arts
Heights Family Foundation
Heights Hardware
Heights Libraries
Heights Schools Foundation
Heights Tigers Youth Sports Assoc.
Heights Tree People
Herb’s Plumbing & Heating
Hospice of the Western Reserve
Judson Services, Inc.
Keller Insurance

Kevin Horter Gutters
Kim Mastandrea Real Estate
Lawn Lad
League of Women Voters
Luna Bakery Cafe
Mac’s Backs
Made Cleveland
McCallister Painting
McKeon Group Realtors
Mitchell’s Chocolates
MJM Window Restoration
MOJO
Neff Landscaping
Neighborhood Media Foundation
Neubert Painting
No. 1 Roofing
North Coast Sealcoating
Olive & Twist
hio Fair Trade Network
Quintana’s Barber & Dream Spa
Ripley ENT Tree Service
Ruffing Montessori
Scott Haigh – Howard Hanna
Skettle Electric
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
State Farm – Betsy Warner
Stone Oven
Susan Delaney – Howard Hanna
Swedish Solutions
The Wine Spot
Tiger Air
Tommy’s
Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Cleveland
University Circle, Inc.
Uston Roof Restoration
Vern & Ellsworth Hann, Inc.
Vertical Body Rolfing
Victoria Kollert
Vintage Motorcycle
Vivian Vail - Tutor
Wohl Tax & Financial Services
Wood Trader
WXZ Development, Inc.
                                                 

Lester & Esther Potash
Rebecca & Patrick Price
Evelyn Prince
Andrew & Leslie Prusinski
Gay & Quentin Quereau
Steve & Joyce Rajki
Susan & Larry Rakow
Alan Rapoport
Carla Rautenberg
Robert & Marlene Rink
Todd & Marya Rogers
Bob & Barb Rosenbaum
Mary & David Rossi
Ann Rowland and Gordon Kinder Fund at the Raymond 

James Charitable Endowment Fund
Anthony & Angela Rupcic
Sandra Russ, PhD
Robert & Barbara Sabo
Susan M. Sanders
Kara & John Schellenberg
Luke Secosky
John & Marianne Sheridan
Brian Smith & Marji Edguer
Peggy Spaeth
Joan Spoerl
Sara Stashower & Mark Heller
Lucinda Stevens & Carl Goldstein
Donald & Carmine Stewart
Sandy Stone
Susan B. Strauss & Christopher J. Wozniak
Betsy Sweet
Richard Szekelyi
Joan Taslitz
Jill Tatem & Donald McBride
Margaret Terry & Lloyd Snyder
Stephen & Deborah Titchenal
Joan Tomkins & William Busta
Jim & Debbie Vail
Gregory & Monica Van Niel
Jennifer Wintner
Jessica Wobig
Diana Woodbridge
James & Linda Wright
Eric Yarham
Mary Zenisek & Scott Krupkin

Senior/Student  
Anonymous (2)
Tom Adams
Doris Allen
Carol Armbrust & Tom Aldrich
PJ Bakewell
Lee Barbee
Ken and Ellen Barcus
Mary Barkley
Phyllis Benjamin
Michael Benjamin
Martha & Rolf Bergman
Anne Billington
Dee Burt
Steve & Elizabeth Cagan
Patricia Cangelosi-Williams & Charles Williams
Cindie Carroll-Pankhurst & Mark Salling
Francis Chiappa & Dorene Davis
Temma and Glenn Collins
Margaret Cowin
Ben DeRubertis, Jr.
Jane Ann Ehretsman
Kathryn Ellis
Doug & Sheila Epp
John & Betsy Feighan
Barbara Framke
Maribeth & Christopher Gibbon
Douglas Glawe
Ray Gonzalez & Pamela Bertaud
Benjamin K. Greenberg
Tom and Cheryl Hanger
Susie Hanson
Ann T. Herbruck
Denna Iammarino
Nadelane Joseph & Mark Finkenbine
Carole & John Kealy
Dr. & Mrs. Douglas S. Kerr
Richard & Virginia Labus
Marilyn & Chris Langmack
Gail Larson
Linda Lopez
Marilyn Malkin & Henry Bloom The FutureHeights 2021 annual benefit.



FutureHeights AmeriCorps VISTA Melaney Cook, FutureHeights Real Estate Programs Director Abby Lawless, contrac-
tor Frederick White, and Cleveland Heights Council Member Davida Russell in front of the newly renovated home on 

Whitby Avenue in the Noble Neighborhood..

The living room of the Whitby house prior to renovation.

The living room of the Whitby house after renovation through the FutureHomes program.



Public Support
Grants & Contributions
Special Events, Net
Paycheck Protection Program Grant
Contributions - Membership
Contributions - Other
Net Assets Released from Restrictions				       	

Revenue
Heights Observer Advertising
Heights Observer Subscriptions
Other
Real Estate Development Fees	
Interest Income

Total Public Support and Revenue

Expenses
Programs	 			 
General and Administration			 
Fundraising    		
	
Total Expenses    
			 
Change in Net Assets
					       
Net Assets at Beginning of Year
				  
Net Assets at End of Year		

2843 Washington Blvd., Suite 105
Cleveland Heights, OH 44118
www.futureheights.org
216-320-1423

Join Us
Your tax-deductible membership contri-
bution goes directly to supporting the 
community-based programs and projects 
of FutureHeights that help strengthen our 
wonderful neighborhoods. Join online today 
at our secure website, www.futureheights.
org, or by calling 216-320-1423.

Our Mission
To facilitate an equitable, prosperous and 
and vibrant future for Cleveland Heights 
and University Heights and to engage in and 
promote economic and social development 
through meaningful engagement of residents 
and collaboration with local organizations, 
businesses and governments.

FutureHeights values:
•	 Diverse, inclusive, active and informed 

public participation that engages and em-
powers people of all ages, incomes, races, 
ethinicities, religions, abilities, sexual 
orientation and gender identity

•	 A commitment to racial equity and justice 
in all actions, programs and policies of 
FutureHeights and our communities

•	 Open and effective communication and 
partnerships among nonprofits, schools, 
local business, city government and 
citizens

•	 A thriving local business community
•	 Preservation and enhancement of historic 

neighborhoods and commercial districts
•	 Sustainability in development, municipal 

operations and in management of natural 
environment, including our tree canopy 

•	 Appreciation for the time, talent and 
various forms of support offered to our 
organization

•	 A regional approach to innovation, plan-
ning and development 

The FutureHeights financial year begins January 1 and ends December 31. 

FutureHeights is a 501(c)3 nonprofit organization.  

Contributions to FutureHeights are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed by law. FutureHeights participates in 
GuideStar, the online standard for nonprofit accountability. Please visit GuideStar.org to view the organization’s Annual 
Form 990 and other organizational information.

Without Donor
Restrictions

$           111,635
9,955

40,200
41,518
35,873
24,165

263,346

97,586
4,392
3,002

45,458
18

150,456

413,802

304,492
39,685
20,965

365,142

48,660

53,061

$           101,721
	
				  
	             

With Donor
Restrictions

-
-
-

-
(24,165)
(24,165)

-
-
-
-
-
-

(24,165)

-
-
-

-

(24,165)

(24,165)

$         560

Total

$        111,635
9,955

40,200
41,518
35,873

-
239,181

97,586
4,392
3,002

45,458
18

150,456

389,637

304,492
39,685
20,965

365,142

24,495

77,786

$         102,281

2020 Financial Statement
Audited statement of activities

Members Of
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Julie Sabroff
President
VP Hanna Comercial Real Estate

Laura Junglas
Principal, 
The Nonprofit Org Doc, LLC

Jason McGee
Branch Manager, KeyBank

Deanna Bremer 
Fisher
Executive Director

2021 FutureHeights Board of Directors Staff

Sruti Baz
Director of Community-
Building Programs

Temma Collins
Graphic Design, 
Heights Observer

Kathleen Fant
Bookkeeper

Bob Rosenbaum
Advertising and Marketing Devel-
opment, Heights Observer

Diane Roberto
Graphic Design, 
Heights Observer

Jessica Schantz
E-news Manager, 
Heights Observer

Kim Sergio-Inglis
Editor-In-Chief, 
Heights Observer

Rhonda Davis Lovejoy
Vice President
Licensed Social Worker

Thomas Eastman
Treasurer
Vice President of Syndication, 
Enterprise Community Investment, Inc.

Chris Jacobs
Vice President
Patent Attorney/Partner, Renner 
Otto

Harriet Applegate
Executive Secretary, North Shore 
AFL-CIO

Michael Bier
Business Development Manager, 
CHN Housing Partners

Amy Wainwright
Faculty, John Carroll University

Joy Roller
Non-Profit Consultant

Calvin Singleton
Principal, Calvin Singleton & Associ-
ates Architects & Planners

Melaney Cook
AmeriCorps VISTA

Sarah Wolf
Community-Building Programs 
Manager

Support Staff

Ryan Fisher
Vice President, Colliers International

Carmen Iammarino
Principal, Fifth Avenue Realty & 
Appraisals

Craig Cobb
Managing Attorney, Farmers 
Insurance Exchange

Maria Schmitt
Executive Director of HR Opera-
tions, Cleveland Clinic Foundation

Jennifer Wintner
Consultant

Andrè Witt
Accenture

Our thanks to former board members Mark Phillips, Lute Quintrell and Massarat Zutshi for their dedicated 
service to the mission of FutureHeights.

Sally Kramer
Administrative Assistant 
Distribution, Heights Observer

Abby Lawless
Director of Real Estate Develop-
ment

Robert N. Brown
President Emeritus
City Planner

FutureHeights Community-Building Programs Manager Sarah Wolf (second from right) with members of the Cleveland 
Heights Green Team, a 2021 FutureHeights Neighobrhood Mini-Grants receipient.

Amanda Isaacson
Secretary
Property Manager

Colin Compton
Neighborhood and Housing 
Specialist, City of Shaker Heights

Josefita Fehn
Homemaker

Donna Johnson
Executive Assistant, The Cleveland 
Foundation

Micah Kirman
Consultant, NVK Enterprises

Anthony Mattox, Jr.
Senior Pastor, The Empowerment 
Church of East Cleveland

Matthew Wymer
WXZ Development, Inc.

Sydney Chickos
Intern, CWRU’s MSASS; Ameri-
Corps Summer VISTA


